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Claims 

l . A method of composing an electronic document, comprising the steps 

v/ otK 

3 a) \storing region information relating to at least two independently 

4 formattaDte regions in a document; and 

5 b) storing content information in at least two content fields in the 

6 document, whe)^in the structure of the document is governed by the structure 

7 information and tr\content of the document is governed by the content 

8 information. \ 

1 2. The method of claim 1 Vherein each region field is assigned a unique , 

2 content field. \ 

1 3. The method of claim 1 further comprising step (c) storing attribute 

2 information in at least two attribute fields, wherein' the attribute information and 

3 the content information are associated with^the region information. 

1 4. The method of claim 3, wherein the attributes comprise at least one of 

2 highlighting, holding, underlining, italicizing, a default language, and a 

3 background color. \ 

1 5. The method of claim 3, wherein each region is associated with a unique 

2 content field or a unique attribute field. \ 

1 6. The method of claim 3, wherein at least one region field has a Unique 

2 combination of the content field and the attribute field. \ 
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1 \7. The method of claim 3, wherein at least one of the regions corresponds to a 

2 tfteader of an email message, and at least another of the regions corresponds to a 

3 booj/ of an email message. 

1 8. The fnethod of claim 3, wherein the region information, the content 

2 information and the attribute information are contained in a document 

3 management^ le. 

1 9. The method o^claim 3, wherein the region information, the content 

2 information, and theWtribute information are contained in a document 

3 management table. \ 

1 10. The method of claim 9, wherein the document management table is 

2 translated into a standardized markup language prior to transmission of the 

3 document across a network. \ 

1 11. The method of claim 3, wherein a region having a predetermined name has 

2 at least one associated region default attribute. 

1 12. The method of claim 1 1, wherein the associated region default attribute may 

2 be overridden in the associated attribute field. \ 

1 13. The method of claim 3 further comprising the steV (d) translating the 

2 document into a plurality of HTML documents. \ 

1 14. The method of claim 3 wherein at least one of the content information or 

2 the attribute information is linked information. \ 
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15. The method of claim 3 wherein at least one of the attribute fields comprises 
a functional attribute. \ 
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1 \y(/ A system for processing an electronic document, comprising: 

2 /a\ a storage unit for storing region information, content information, and 

3 attribute information of the electronic document; and 

4 b) \ a processor unit, wherein the processor unit associates the attribute 

5 information and the content information with the region information. 

1 ys. The system of claim \^ wherein the region information governs the 

2 structure of the document, the content information governs the content within 

3 each region, and theVattributes region governs the format of each region. 

if \ n 

1 \& The system of clamalSfvvherein the attribute region further governs the 

2 functionality associated withV particular region. 

1 yL The system of claim wherein the processor unit translates the region 

2 information, the content infoimationNand the attribute information into at least 

3 two documents prior to transmitting across a network. 

1 A computer usable medium having cWputer readable program code 

2 ' embodied therein for storing an electronic document, the computer readable 

3 program code comprising: \ 

4 a) computer readable program for storing regioV information corresponding 

5 to regions of the electronic document; and \ 

6 b) computer readable program for associating attribute information and 

7 content information with each of the regions, the attributes governing a 

8 presentation of the electronic document and the content information governing 

9 the content of the region when rendered. \ 

1 The computer usable medium of claim^, wherein the attribute 

2 information comprises functional attribute information. \ 



-9- 



N PATENT 
\ Attorney Docket No. 528 1 7.000082 

1 <£v\ The computer usable medium of claim J#T wherein the region 

2 infomWon, the content information, and the attribute information are stored in 

3 a documerkmanagement table. 

tV \ 

1 2L\. A system ibr processing an electronic document, compnsing: 

2 a) storage unit means for storing region information, content information, 

3 and attribute infoimatiorKof the electronic document; and 

4 b) processor unit mean^wherein the processor unit means associates the 

5 attribute information and the cohtent information with the region information. 

1 ogf The system of claim>Cwhere\the region information governs the 

2 structure of the document, the content inflation governs the content within 

3 each region, and the attributes region govemsHhe format of each region. 

1 The system of claimjHT wherein the attribut^egion further governs the 

2 functionality associated with a particular region. \ 

& ?5 \ 

1 >24. The system of claim therein the processor unit me^ns translates the 

2 region information, the content information, and the attribute iniWnation into at 

3 least two documents prior to transmitting across a network. \ 
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